CHRISTMAS 2020

Prelude
Welcome
Hymn

“0O Little Town of Bethlehem”

1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above

while mortals sleep, the angels keep

their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all the earth!

Announcements

3 How silently, how silently

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming;

but, in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893

Hymn “O Come All Ye Faithful”

1 O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come and behold him,
born the king of angels:

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

2 The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God

in the highest: Refrain

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing: Refrain

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley,
1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2



Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Hymn “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!
"Glory to the newborn king; Hail the Sun of righteousness!
peace on earth, and mercy mild, Light and life to all he brings,
God and sinners reconciled." ris'n with healing in his wings.
Joyful, all you nations, rise; Mild he lays his glory by,
join the triumph of the skies; born that we no more may die,
with angelic hosts proclaim, born to raise each child of earth,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" born to give us second birth. Refrain
Refrain Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain

Prayer of the Day

P All powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened
weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the
birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.

The Holy Gospel according Luke Chapter 2:1-20

C Glory to you O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. ‘This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. :All went to their own towns to be registered.
:Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. ‘He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. ‘While they were there, the time came for her to



deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in @ manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. “But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people: “to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” “And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“*Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” *So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. “When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; =and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. “But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. “The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn What Child is This?

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
on Mary's lap is sleeping? come, peasant, king, to own him.
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet The King of kings salvation brings;
while shepherds watch are keeping? let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the king, Raise, raise the song on high,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; the virgin sings her lullaby;
haste, haste to bring him laud, joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary! the babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies he in such mean estate Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh,

the babe, the son of Mary!

Sermon



Hymn Away in a Manger

1

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

| love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.

Prayers of the People
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Let us lift humble and confident prayers to God for our neighbors and ourselves.

Christ was a child; let us pray for all children, that they will be treasured, nurtured,
and loved. May they find joy in loving others as God loves them. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Christ was cared for by Mary and Joseph. May parents delight in their children, and
show them how to live lives of compassion and mercy. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Shepherds celebrated Christ. May all people also celebrate all that God has done for
us. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Wise men brought precious gifts to Christ. May all people likewise dedicate their
precious lives to him. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Christ was saved from Herod’s violence. May all people today be spared the violent
hatred of those who would abuse their power. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Christ grew to be our Savior. May we gratefully receive his gift of life, and be his
faithful disciples all of our days. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Christ called us to be a community of grace and love. Let us now pray individually for
any and all who stand in need of our intercessions.....For all these, and all else you
see that we need, Lord, we offer our prayers. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Hymn The First Noel

1 The first Noel the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields 3 And by the light of that same star

as they lay;

in fields where they lay, keeping their
sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so
deep.

Refrain

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain

This star drew near to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;

and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay.
Refrain

Then entered in those wise men three,
full rev'rently upon their knee,

and offered there in his presence

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
Refrain

Text: English traditional

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen




Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High

1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you, the Lord
look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C Amen.

If you are lighting candles at home, you may light them now.

Hymn
Silent Night, Holy Night! 3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
1 Silent night, holy night! radiant beams from your holy face,
All is calm, all is bright with the dawn of redeeming grace,
round yon virgin mother and child. Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!



Dismissal

P/AM Go in peace to love and serve the Lord and your neighbors
C Amen.
Postlude Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

3 Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
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The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of
Suzanne $eitz given with love by her parents Fran and Alan $eitz.




IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
The following 1s a listing of those who need your prayers. Our hope 1s that you
will take this listing home with you and 1n your daily prayers remember those
listed below.

Jim Abbott Jenn Johnson & Family Reid Underwood Our Nursing Home Members
Francine Ahrens Bob Jones Nathaniel Wesley Doug Little

Pat Alexander Ann Kennerson Jean Marie Witt Vinetta Nigels
Vinnie Aparo Ed Killingbeck Anna Woike Doris Houk

Edie Balkun Lynn Killingbeck

Elana Barkasy Rick and Christa Kozik Karen Rl?fr?a%a&nergr)]gr
Raymond Bazzolo Burke LaClair Katherine

Judith (Ross) Beatty Jeff Lajoie and family Helen Our Military Friends
Kevin Belkofer & Family  Lori Ledone & family JO ]

Jim Bement Rebecca Little Jaiden Lord Jesus, Savior of the
Rebecca Bement Tommy Locascio Mike Wolf/‘lj?a”d King of P eac‘fj
Richard Bertoli Judy Ludwig Curran doiahtore in tho sorvice of
Gurvinder Bharara Rita Lundeen Janice theirgCountry. Protect them
Armando Binelli Ida Mallet Diane from the physical and moral
Brian & Lisa Bodnar Mervin Mank Jen dangers. Keep them close to
Joe Brancato Cynthia Marine Charlie you and help them live the
Rosanne & Keith Brilliant  Richard Marine Michelle commandments. Lord, Jesus
George Bruno Bob & Lynn Milano Jessica give them courage to serve
Brusseau Family Barbara Miller Donna L. their country with honor and
Eddie Burns Ruth Mohlenhoff Rich S. dignity. Be with them when
Theo & Victoria Camara  Lonnie & Rose Moranino  Dustin they;re in dﬁng?l;; St)r,e”gthe”
P_eter_Carbone, Sr. Richard Mortlock Skylar hardimpv.v ggovg};llafgrd,
Liz Clinton Carolyn Mosher Andrea grant that when their service
Jill Cochrhne Denise Murphy Kayleigh is finished that they may
Nancy Colon Doris Murphy Linda H. return to us, sound in mind,
Wayne Crossman Michael Meyers Tom S. body and soul. Amen.

Barry Demkar

Joyce Nalette

Diane, Kayla, and family

Sigrid Devita Ron Nurnberg Bob Pvt. Brennan Thompson
Melissa Dias Greg O’Brien Shannon H. Tyler Quinn

Doris & Dutch Deitman ~ Tom O’Brien Karen M. ~ Eric Beyus
Gerard Doll Cindy O’Dell Ora Major Zachary Fulton
Betsy Durstin Bruce and Kathy Panella  Sharon Brandan Holbrook
Diane & Paul Edwards Gary Parker Mason Jonathan Connell
Judy Elliott Pastor Jim Pence Louis F. Tom Gregg, Jr.
Bruce & Liz Falls Wally Pence Katherine T. Brion Olivero
Christy Ferro Marge Raspiller Joyce-Ann Eric Bremer
Elizabeth Fico Gladys Reil Maryann Z. Peter Hutchinson
Barbra Fletcher Pat Reiley Diane S/W Anderson James
Holly & Elsie Florio Pastor Sharon Riessinger Jack Emnst USCG
Ed Ford - Blezard Max PFC Dominic Boscarino
Mary Lynn Gagnon Grant Robinson Lisa

Gabby Gerken Mary Rolfe Erin and Family

Bob & Ann Gioscia

Carol Gesner

Pastor Wayne Gollenberg
Connie & Don Gugenheim

Elfrieda Roller
Dave Roskopf
Chris Samele
Tom & Marianne

Pam

Jack & Barbara
Lorraine

The Maxwell Family

If you place a name on the
Prayer List, it is your
responsibility to let the

Wayne Hall Sedgwick N The Loomis Family office know either by
Owen Hanecak Rosemary Schibi Prayer of Concerns form in
Erica Haraldsen Jay Shaw the Narthex,

Alexis Heintz Tricia Sherwin e-mail or a quick phone
Bill Heintz Bob Sienko call, once per month if the
Brad Herzberg Marge Skaret name needs to remain on
David Hilton Richard Stanhope the list. Thank you.
Jim Hornfischer Jon Sterling

Vicki Jene Mary Thurlough



